
CSCU Transfer 

Council 

Meeting Minutes:  

October 2025 
DATE: Friday: October 3, 2025 

TIME: 1:00 PM – 3:30 PM 

LOCATION: 61 Woodland Street, Hartford CT  

Call to Order 1:06 PM 

Quorum? Y/N  Yes. 14 of 17 members present 

 

Attendance 

Voting 

Members 

Name Present Name Present 

Elana Forsyth: SCSU Staff Rep X Rebecca Rist-Brown: CT State S&BS: Co-

Chair 

X 

Joseph Frahat: CCSU Faculty Rep X Deborah Simmons: CT State A&H X 

Justine Gamache: CCSU Staff Rep X Jim Wilkinson: CT State B&H X 

Andrew Selig: COSC Staff Rep X Mehrdad Faezi: CT State E&T X 

Lindsay O’Grady: COSC Staff Rep X Vacant: CT State N&AH  

Damali Abbensetts: ECSU Staff Rep X Sarah Selke: CT State S&Math  X 

Vacant: ESCU Faculty Rep  Licella Arboleda: CT State Advising Absent 

Kauther Badr: SCSU Faculty Rep X Vacant: CT State Admissions  

Howell Williams: WCSU Faculty Rep Absent Steve Mendes: CT State Registrar X 

Luis Santiago: WCSU Staff Rep X  John-Paul Chaisson-Cardenas: CSCU Equity 

Council 

Absent 

 

Non-Voting 

Members 

Steve Marcelynas: CSCU X Jennifer Barry: CSCU X 

  Matthew Fischer: CSCU X 
 

Guests 
  

  

 

 

Report Outs 

Team Report 

Great Things Going 

on in Transfer 

1. Office of Transfer and Articulation (OTA) Updates  

a. ASU: Design Accelerator 

i. CSCU is concluded its work with the Arizona State University Design Institute Design 

Accelerator grant initiative. Central, Charter Oak, CT State, and Western participated in an 

eight-month professional development opportunity to rethink transfer. Each team 

developed a “big idea” to pilot in the upcoming months. OTA Staff update  

Approval of Agenda 

Agenda Item Approval of Agenda 

Discussion ▪ No  

Motion Text  Motion to approve agenda 

Who Motioned? S. Selke 

Who Seconded?   A. Selig   

Result of Vote  For: All, 14  Against: 0   Abstained: 0    

https://www.ct.edu/newsroom/cscu-launches-initiative-to-enhance-student-transfer-experience-across-system
https://www.ct.edu/newsroom/cscu-launches-initiative-to-enhance-student-transfer-experience-across-system


b. Course Articulation and Review Schedule  

i. The approved recommendation has been presented to the Policy Committee and is 

moving forward for stakeholder review. 

c. CSCU General Education Transfer Credit Alignment  

i. Institutions are submitting names for the Oversight and Compliance Committee  

ii. Once all are received, the goal is to have the committee convened by late 

October/early November  
d. STEP  

i. Transfer Intent Form   

A. Fall 25 cohort degree seeking 0-30 credits:   10,091  

B. Fall 25 cohort degree seeking completed Intent Form:        99  

C. Total degree seeking:     22,117  

D. Total degree seeking completed:                     455  

e. Events and Communication  

i. CSCU Virtual Transfer Fair, Thursday, October 23 5:30-6:30  

ii. Schedule of Transfer Training virtual sessions will be available online soon  

2. Campus Reports 

a. CT State  

i. R. Rist-Brown: Working with Provost Hynick to update the folder of CT State course 

master outlines  

ii. R. Rist-Brown: CT State has established the Transfer Operations Council; cross functional 

group of faculty and staff evaluating the transfer process. Scheduled to meet in mid-

October  

b. Charter Oak State College  

i. Limited time no report.   

c. Central  

i. Limited time no report.   

d. Southern  

i. Limited time no report.   

e. Eastern  

i. Limited time no report.   

f. Western  

i. Limited time no report.   

Work Group Report 

Outs 
 

  

 

Action Items 

Agenda Item Approval of last meetings minutes  

Discussion  

Motion Text   

Who Motioned?  

Who Seconded?     

Result of Vote For:    Against:     Abstained:   

Agenda Item Co-Chair Election 

Discussion Justine Gamache (CCSU, Staff) and Rebecca Rist-Brown (CT State Middlesex, Faculty) were nominated 

Motion Text  To vote to approve nominations.  

Who Motioned? M. Faezi 

Who Seconded? K.Badr 

https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/9ea11ac1-72da-4ae1-9489-403f75c8e01b@679df878-277a-496a-ac8d-d99e58606dd9


Result of Vote For: All, 14    Against: 0    Abstained:   

Agenda Item Verification of Membership 

Discussion 
All members will receive an email with current membership information and verify accuracy. Any edits will be 

reported to the CSCU Director of Transfer and Articulation.  

Motion Text  No vote needed  

Who Motioned?  

Who Seconded?  

Result of Vote For: All,    Against:    Abstained:   

Agenda Item  Use of Official Documents  

Discussion  

S. Marcelynas: Draft recommendation to utilize any documents received as official and 

transmitted securely at one CSCU institution as official at another CSCU institution. 

J. Gamache: Requested time to discuss with colleagues at CCSU   

Motion Text   Table further discussion and vote until the next meeting.   

Who Motioned?   K. Badr 

Who Seconded?   M. Faezi 

Result of Vote  For: All,    Against:    Abstained:    

Agenda Item Advocating for STEP  

Discussion 
K.Badr: Upon hearing the progress made from the STEP pilot, the CSCU Transfer Council will draft a letter to 

support the creation of a full-time System Office position to coordinate the program moving to scale. 

Motion Text  To draft a letter of support for review by next CSCU Transfer Council Meeting  

Who Motioned? K. Badr 

Who Seconded? M. Faezi 

Result of Vote For: All, 14    Against: 0    Abstained:   

Discussion  

 

Note for initial Transfer Council meeting: 

The October Transfer Council meeting is full day in-person workshop. The first half of the day is focused on 

welcoming new members, reviewing past work, and setting a direction for the upcoming year. During our meeting 

members participated in robust discussions on providing affordable degree options through our institutions, while 

providing holistic support, and strengthening pathways from one CSCU institution to another.   

 

Parking Lot 

 

 
Meeting Adjourned  

Motion Text   Motion to adjourn.  

Who 

Motioned?  
M. Faezi 

Second K. Badr 
Result of Vote  For: All, 14 Against: 0 Abstained:  0    

Time:    3:01 P.M.   

Next Meetings November 7, 2025 

 


