
CSCU Transfer 
Council 

Meeting Minutes:  
MARCH 2024 

DATE: Friday: March 7, 2025 

TIME: 1:00 PM – 3:00 PM 

LOCATION: Virtual, Teams 

Call to Order 1:02 PM 

Quorum? Y/N  Yes. 16 of 18 members present 

 

Attendance 

Voting 
Members 

Name Present Name Present 

Elana Forsyth: SCSU Staff Rep X Rebecca Rist-Brown: CT State S&BS: Co-
Chair 

X 

Peter Morano: CCSU Faculty Rep X Deborah Simmons: CT State A&H X 

Justine Gamache: CCSU Staff Rep X Jim Wilkinson: CT State B&H X 

Andrew Selig: COSC Staff Rep X Mehrdad Faezi: CT State E&T X 

Lindsay O’Grady: COSC Staff Rep X Vacant: CT State N&AH  

Jeff Buskey: ECSU Staff Rep X Sarah Selke: CT State S&Math  X 

Vacant: ESCU Faculty Rep  Brian Kapinos: CT State Advising X 

Kauther Badr: SCSU Faculty Rep X Mariah Thomas: CT State Admissions Absent 

Howell Williams: WCSU Faculty Rep X Susan Winn: CT State Registrar X 

Debbie Zavatkay: WCSU Staff Rep X  John-Paul Chaisson-Cardenas: CSCU Equity 
Council 

Absent 

 

Non-Voting 
Members 

Steve Marcelynas: CSCU X Linda Wilder: COSC CPL Absent 

  Jennifer Barry: CSCU X 
 

Guests 
Dr. Andy Levy from the CT State Honors Program  

  

 

 

Report Outs 

Team Report 

Great Things Going 

on in Transfer 

1.  STEP update  
2. CT State   
3. Charter Oak State College  
4. Central  
5. Southern   
6. Eastern  
7. Western  
 

Approval of Agenda 

Agenda Item Approval of Agenda 

Discussion ▪ No  

Motion Text  Motion to approve agenda 

Who Motioned? Mehrdad Faezi 

Who Seconded? Kauther Badr 

Result of Vote  For: All, 16   Against: 0   Abstained: 0    



Guest Speaker 

• Dr. Andy Levy from the CT State Honors Program gave a presentation. 

• Most CT State campuses have an Honors program on campus. It is a cohort-based program that works 
with any Associate degree. Students must complete 3 honors versions of Gen Ed courses, plus 3 
semesters of honors seminar and complete a capstone which includes a paper and oral presentation. 
Honors students have access to field trips and special guest speakers as enrichment experiences. Dr Levy 
reported that 94% of honors program grads go on to a 4- year school after completion of the Associate 
degree and are often awarded scholarships for transfer. 

 

Work Group Report 

Outs 

1. Cross Registration Work Group:  

• S. Marcelynas: Met on 2/12/25. Draft recommendation has been created and will be 
reviewed and assessed to move out of the work group to the Council. 

2. General Education Alignment Advisory Committee  

• K. Badr: Group met on 2/26/25. More discussion is needed before a draft can be voted on. Kauther 
will work to convene another meeting in the near future.   

    3. Course Articulation and Review Schedule 

• S. Marcelynas: Next steps have been discussed with the CSCU Provosts.  

• CSCU Provosts in collaboration with CSCU Transfer Council Faculty will be asked to convene a 
small group of stakeholders at their institutions to provide an initial round of review for the 
recommendation. 

 

  

 

Action Items 

Agenda Item Approval of last meetings minutes  

Discussion Non-substantive edits were made 

Motion Text  Motion to approve 

Who Motioned? Kauther Badr 

Who Seconded? Jim Wilkinson 

Result of Vote For: 15   Against: 0    Abstained: 1  

Agenda Item Election of new Co-Chair appointment of new member 

Discussion Former Co-Chair Kevin Davis is no longer serving on the Transfer Council and a new Co-Chair is needed. 

Motion Text  
To vote on Lindsay O’Grady to take over the role for the remainder of the semester as the 4yr Staff representative 
Co-Chair 

Who Motioned? Kauther Badr 

Who Seconded? Rebecca Rist-Brown 

Result of Vote For: All, 16   Against: 0    Abstained:   

Agenda Item Transfer Affiliated Staff Agreement 

Discussion 

• The Transfer Affiliated Staff Agreement is intended to provide institutions with the option 
to enhance transfer student service by allowing eligible CSCU Staff or Faculty limited 
access to resources such as Advising CRM, Degree Audit platform, parking, Wi-Fi, and the 
like.  

• Discussion began with concerns on access and data security. CT State representatives 
voiced the need for higher level administration to make the determination for this 
agreement. There was little to no support or requests from four-year institutions to access 
the items listed above. COSC did show interest in Third Party Transcript requests.  

• It was left that the agreement would not be pursued as a system wide initiative and would 
be addressed on a case by case basis.   

 



Motion Text   

Who Motioned?  

Who Seconded?  

Result of Vote    

 

Parking Lot 

1.      

 
Meeting Adjourned  

Motion Text   Motion to adjourn.  

Who 
Motioned?  

Mehrdad Faezi 

Second Lindsay O’Grady 

Result of Vote  For: All, 16 Against: 0 Abstained:  0    

Time:    2:26 P.M.   

Next Meetings April 4, 2025 

 


