
Regular Meeting of the State of CT 
Faculty Advisory Committee to the Board of Regents for Higher Education 

Minutes 
October 13, 2023 

Present: 
Aime, Lois, Admin Fac, At-Large Rep, NCC 
Andersen, Jonathan, Fac, alternate, QVCC 
Blaszczynski, Andre, Fac, alternate, TXCC 
Blitz, David, Fac, Vice-Chair, CCSU 
Bonjo, Laurie, Admin Fac, alternate, SCSU 
Cunningham, Brendan, Fac, ECSU 
Dunne, Matthew, Fac, HCC 
Goh, Bryan, Fac, alternate, MXCC 
Jackson, Mark, Fac, alternate, CCSU 

Long, Jennifer, Fac, alternate, TRCC 
Muldoon, Linsey, Fac, alternate, MCC 
Rajczewski, MaryBeth, Fac, ACC 
Sesanker, Colena, Fac, Chair, GWCC 
Shea, Michael, Fac, SCSU 
Stoloff, David, Fac, alternate, ECSU 
Trieu, Vu, SUOAF, alternate, CSU 
Whittemore, Rob, Fac, WCSU 
Wilder, Linda, Admin Fac, COSC 

Absent:
Emanuel, Michael, Fac, alternate, NWCCC 
Farquharson, Patrice, Fac, COSC 
Lumbantobing, Rotua, Fac, alternate, WCSU 
 

Palkie, Brooke, Admin FAC, COSC 
Robinson, Dyan, SUOAF, CSU 
Yiamouyiannis, Carmen, Fac, alternate CCC

Meeting called to order at 1:09 pm by Chair Sesanker. Meeting is being recorded as required. 

• Approval of FAC minutes for 9-15-23 meeting: motion by Andre Blaszczynski; seconded – approved unanimously 

• Approval of Agenda – Motion by Andre Blaszczynski; seconded – approved unanimously 

• Report of Vice-Chair –  
o BOR Finance Ctte. meeting, 10/13 – one agenda item – to approve extending discounted tuition rates 

for all out-of-state students, including international students, which was approved unanimously 
o David brought up issue of having one resolution with four different and distinct items: remediation 

measures; comprehensive program and student support review; issue of system study; approval of 
spending plans of FY24. In addition, there is no true copy of this resolution available for review 

o Interim CFO Blanchard gave brief presentation on meetings with legislators, OPM on budget issues 
o Concern was voiced on the use of numbers for projection purposes that are no longer accurate, 

however, there was pushback stating that there was a need to continue to use those numbers for 
continuity 

o Frustration level continues to grow 
o FAC Respect Resolution (see below) – motion to approve made by David Blitz; seconded – approved 

unanimously. This will be sent to BOR ASA Ctte., BOR Finance Ctte., and the full BOR Ctte.  

• Report of Chair –  
o  APP (Academic Program Plan) resolution has been passed by all four universities now 
o APP has now been introduced to the community college via email on 10/02 
o Gateway passed a resolution on APP before it was officially announced at college (see below) 

• Institution Updates –  
o WCSU –  

▪ Will send copy of what WCSU is doing re APP. 
▪ Re budget – needs to show attempt at combine/realign departments, rethinking minors 

• Provost to present report to senate week of 10/16 

• Provost will not talk about how this will add up to $12M in her BOR report 
o QVCC – Cultural Programming budget has been cut from $11.5K to $1K (over 90% cut) with no notice  

▪ Understand this is happening at all campuses  
▪ Now there is a total of $12K for CT State for “cultural” programming and it has all been moved 

under CT State DEI 

• Programs must be proposed ahead of time through local appointed DEI representative 
which gets forwarded to CT State DEI and the proposal must show that the program will 
include at least one other campus 
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• This appears to be sending a message about the importance of DEI in CT State in 
addition to encroaching on campus independence which we have been told would still 
exist at some level 

• In addition, requiring that at least one other campus is involved will pose a hardship on 
our students – where would event be held? How would students from one campus get 
to another? Why should this be required? 

• It actually pits campuses against one another, as all campuses fight for this small pot of 
money 

• All cultural programming is not DEI – why should all of this be under DEI? 
o HCC –  

▪ A Men’s Center and a Women’s Center has been merged into a DEI Center which has changed 
their mission and their activities 

▪ Cuts to EAs in Library cut hours, with union intervention a full EA was hired for the library 
o CCSU –  

▪ Leadership wants most up-to-date numbers to be used to calculate the budget, which is not 
happening now 

▪ Admin faculty and leadership are concerned about demands coming from System Office – 
timing and content  

o ACC –  
▪ No evening library hours  
▪ No IT services in the evening  

o ECSU –  
▪ Senate created sub-committee to deal with APP. Had a first meeting that was not very 

productive 
▪ Concerns about how search is being handled for next president. It will be a confidential search, 

only those on the committee will no the names of candidates, and there will be no campus visits 
by the candidates; no members of college were on the search committee initially however since 
senate passed resolution on this, there are now two college members on the search – senate 
president and VP for Equity & Inclusion. 

•  It appears it is against BOR policy to not have candidates come on campus. 
o If CT State is really one college why don’t all students have equal access to all support/wrap-around 

services? 

• CPoS (Course Program of Study) Resolution –  
o See resolution below (including amendments) 
o Motion to approve by David Blitz; seconded – approved unanimously 

• Study commission update –  
o Nothing to report at this time; will try to complete report by the 11/17 joint FAC/BOR meeting 

• Plan for FAC-BOR Joint Meeting –  
o Agenda items: 

▪ Unclear about timing of receipt of mitigation plans 

• Thought was that we might be contributing to conversation on this topic 
▪ Challenges regarding CT State opening should be on agenda 
▪ Budget 
▪ Questions re quorum & voting for FAC members on BOR  

 
Meeting adjourned at 3:35 pm 
Next Regular Meeting: November 17, 2023 
Submitted by FAC Secretary, Lois Aimé 



 

 
 



 

 

 

 



 

 


